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Report by the Curator, Ancient House 
 
This report outlines work at the Ancient House from June to Sept 2011. 
 
1 Opening of latest exhibition: World War Two, Local Secrets and Stories 
 
The World War Two exhibition was opened in June by Thetford’s Mayor Derek 
Mortimer who spoke of his recollections of the town during the war.  Head of 
Museums, Vanessa Trevelyan also spoke about the value of changing displays and 
community involvement.  The museum display includes accounts of the how papers 
from the War Office were brought to Thetford under armed guard for pulping and 
recycling into useful articles such as trays or helmets.  The display is to run until May 
next year.  The World War Two theme informs some of the public and schools 
programme for the next 6 months.  This exhibition has toured the museums in King’s 
Lynn and Gressenhall and is an expression of closer working between these 
western area sites. 
 
2 The Thetford Festival 
 
The Museum was much involved in this year’s Thetford Festival again with three 
events at the Museum and contribution to two of the bigger joint events.  Staff were 
part of both the planning and also delivery of events.  With grant aid from the Moving 
Thetford Forward board, a busy of programme starting at the August Bank Holiday 
weekend was coordinated bby the Thetford Tourism and Heritage Partnership.  The 
events were well attended and included a talk by our colleague Frank Meeres from 
the Norfolk Record Office at the Ancient House about the town during the Second 
World War, and an Archaeology Day at the Limes with a contribution by Stuart Hall 
Community Outreach Officer for Thetford and King’s Lynn. 
 
3 Exchange visit with the Folk Museum in Cambridge. 
 
Following a visit to the Ancient House by staff from the Cambridge Folk Museum a 
return visit was arranged for staff from Thetford.  Staff training and development is 
an important area and these annual visits are a part of this programme as well as 
fostering a good team spirit.  Other opportunities are provided by the regional 
SHARE programme – a good new website listing opportunities in our sector can be 
found at : www.sharemuseumseast.org.uk .  The Ancient House is to host a visit 
from the team at the Aldeburgh Museum in October.  They are planning to apply to 
the Heritage Lottery Fund for a grant and the HLF suggested a visit to Thetford to 
see the work at Ancient House.  
 
4 Summer events and outreach 
The summer holiday period is a busy one for the Ancient House with a full 
programme of family events and outreach.   
 



 
 
 

 
 
Building a Morrison Shelter at 
Thetford’s Ancient House 
Museum 

 
Example of a scanned print from the Museum’s 
Duleep Singh print collection. 

The Museum participated at the annual Weeting 
Steam Rally where Ancient House ran a stall at to 
promote the new exhibition with handling activities. 
We also linked with the Gressenhall stall to 
demonstrate spinning from a newly shorn fleece. 
One of the Museum’s volunteers, Mary Watkin 
brought along one of the cushions knitted by the 
Museum’s knitting group for the 2012 Olympics. The 
Thetford Museum knitters are taking part in a 
national project to produce a cushion made from 
British wool for every competitor in the Olympics 
and Paralympics games next year. This particular 
cushion was knitted from the fleece of a Norfolk 
Horn that Richard Dalton, from Gressenhall, 
sheared and Mary spun at last year’s engine rally.  
 
Other holiday activities for families included code 
breaking, Digging for Victory and building a 
Morrison Shelter. 
 
5 Flint 
 
The Ancient House Museum has an excellent flint collection of prehistoric 
implements and fossils.  Over the summer we staged a special event day based on 
this theme.  Supported by staff and volunteers, there were opportunities for 
members of the public to handle original artefacts, use a strike-a-light, and look at 
fossils.  Then in the afternoon in conjunction with the University Of East Anglia there 
were talks about flint and a chance to see a new film on the subject. 
 

6 Collections 
Volunteers 
 
Two new ‘behind-the-scenes’ 
volunteers, Daniel Morgan 
and Gary Lovelock are 
working on a project at 
Ancient House to scan the 
Duleep Singh print and 
drawing collection and 
enhance the MODES records.  
Museum conservator, Sarah 
Norcross-Robinson offered 
training about safe handling, 
scanning and packing of 
prints before the project 
started. Oliver Bone and Tim 
Thorpe have been 
supervising the project. 
Progress has been good so 

far and the project should be completed some time in the new year.  Further work 
can be done on enhancing the museum catalogue and offering on-line ‘virtual 
exhibitions’ of these local scenes and portraits. 
 
 



 
 
7 Heritage Open Day – 10th September 
 
For the first time, Ancient House featured in the HEART Heritage Open Day 
brochure. This seemed to make a significant difference to our visitor figures. Sarah 
Norcross-Robinson and Sue Ketchell were on hand to talk to visitors about our 
conservation programme and also to offer a demonstration of conservation cleaning 
in the old kitchen. 
 
8 Reel History Morning 
 
As part of the BBC Hands On History Reel History strand Ancient House ran a 
reminiscence morning using objects, photographs and archive footage of the 1937 
coronation celebrations in Thetford (kindly supplied by HEART). Visitors enjoyed 
spotting familiar characters in the film and chatting over tea and cake. 
 
9 Anglo-Sikh Study Day 
 
This year Thetford hosted an Anglo-Sikh Study Day as part of Anglo-Sikh Heritage 
Month. Visitors from as far a field as London, Nottingham, Canada, Leicester and 
Tokyo were able to enjoy a display of Prince Frederick Duleep Singh’s uniforms from 
his time in the Suffolk and Norfolk Yeomanry, including active service in France 
during World War One.  In the afternoon, visitors had the chance to hear our three 
guest speakers: Bobby Singh, Harbinder Singh and Peter Bance talk about the build 
up and aftermath of the Anglo-Sikh Wars. The afternoon of lectures concluded with a 
lively questions and answers session. 
 

 
Speakers and VIP guests at the Anglo-Sikh study day 

held in Thetford in Sept. 2011. 
 
 
10 V Fifty Award 
Another of our young volunteers, Ross Wilson has received his V Fifty Award for fifty 
hours of volunteer work with the museum. Ross says his work at the museum has 
improved his confidence and communication skills.  



 
 
11 Meet Up Café Girls Group 
Fifteen girls from the Thetford’s Meet Up Café came for an evening visit to Ancient 
House to learn about their local history and try their hand at cross stitch. The group 
was assisted by Museum Learning Assistant, Karen-Emma White and Thetford 
Treasure volunteer, Penny Woodley.  


